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Japan

M Long history of Kiwanis clubs

The first Kiwanis club in Japan was the Kiwanis Club of Tokyo which was established in 1964 by the support of leading
persons in the business circle. Since then, clubs were established gradually in major cities all over the country. Now we
have 29 clubs with about 1,700 members. Japan district as well as the Club of Tokyo is going to celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 2014.

Nowadays, there are more individual members than corporate membership and the number of female members is
increasing remarkably. In 2009 Chiyoda club

members of which are all women was established

in Tokyo. The newest club was born in Nagasaki

in Kyushu division as the 29! club in Japan

district last year.

Moreover, 2 Club Satellites were established in

Kyushu division by the leadership of Kumamoto

club and Fukuoka club. Thus, while valuing the

long history and tradition of Kiwanis clubs in

Japan, we have tried hard to be diversified in

membership. Kiwanians in Japan are now trying

to bring in changes and new ideas to our club

activities as well.

B The role of Japan District Organization Meeting of the KC of Nagasaki

In 1968 when the KC's of Nagoya and Osaka were launched, Japan Kiwanis Committee was set up with a view to
strengthening the cooperation among the growing number of clubs and promoting service projects on a nationwide
basis as well as aiming to establish eventually an organization for better communication and coordination with the
Kiwanis International. And, in 1977 Kiwanis Japan District was formally established as one of its organizations.

Under the governor, there are 12 officers. Currently 11 standing committees and 3 special committees are functioning.
Every year the District holds its annual convention in a city where a club is located. At the most recent convention in
Wakayama held on September 7, 2012, the following 4 items were unanimously adopted as the resolutions of the Japan
District:

1. Promote Kiwanis service activities in the spirit of YCPO (Young Children: Priority One) and also promote Service
Leadership Program to support and organize youth who bears the next generation.

2. Strengthen bonds among the members through Kiwanis activities by pursuing membership growth including the new
type of membership and new club building.

3. Actively participate in the "ELIMINATE project”, the Second Worldwide Project of the Kiwanis International by all
means of Japan district.

4. Help support recovery from the 3.11 East Japan Great Earthquake and Tsunami disasters.

Based on these, each club and club members have been sincerely
making utmost efforts to achieve their goals.

One of the biggest service projects of Kiwanis clubs in Japan is
"making and donating Kiwanis Dolls". It was first introduced ten years
ago by then the first lady, Miki Cunat, spouse of former International
President Brian Cunat. Since then more than 50,000 dolls have been
made by the members and volunteers and utilized to encourage sick
children throughout the country.
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